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Context:

beyond the country. Spectral Wound ethnographically examines this public memory among survivors, 
state officials, human rights activists as well as archival sources, visual and literary representations. 
Most of the research on sexual violence in conflict focuses on highlighting the testimonies of violence 
only.

result, ethical practices of documentation can be flouted by those who record testimonies of wartime rape 

emerge a critical disconnect 
between survivors needs and transitional justice processes. 

Keeping these sensitive and ethical concerns in mind, Professor Mookherjee has co-produced with Research 

an ethical guidelines and a graphic novel – 
both should be ideally read with the Spectral Wound. This can be 

. 

sexual violence are referred to as liberation fighters and have been receiving government pensions. These 
guidelines are thereby essential for the state to record testimonies and include survivors on the government 
pension register.  These guidelines would also enable war babies to seek recognition - and could be used in 
other contemporary instances of sexual violence in conflict like that of the Rohingyas. Further, these 
guidelines might be relevant for those attempting to collect testimonies of sexual violence in an everyday 
context

field. These guidelines would feed into that consultation process.

A few points are worth noting:

 experiences of violations.

 it is crucial to reflect whether there is further need for recording of testimonies and if there are  
 adequate secondary sources to provide that insight. 

 ethical testimonies. 

 to provide a nuanced survivor perspective about the: reasons for sexual violence, the varied contexts  
 of testimonies, the use of language, euphemisms and gestures by survivors to uphold their narrative. 
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The following are the proposed guidelines:

Before the Testimonial Process: 
1.Have you prepared adequately for these testimonies? There needs to be intensive preparation before 
one starts gathering testimonies among survivors of wartime sexual violence. For this what is indispensable 
is a background training, reflection on the need for/purpose of testimonies, a study of secondary sources and 
avoidance of research fatigue among survivors.  

2. Whose testimonies are being focussed on?
voluntarily come forward to give testimonies. It is important to provide informants with a written 
information sheet explaining the need for testimonies and the uses of any data that it might 
generate.The objective of the testimonies, how they would be used, who they would be read/heard by, what 
are the possible consequences of giving testimonies– these should be discussed with survivors.

3. Have you thought of how the positions (gender, age, class, experience etc.) of the researcher affects 
the interview? The questions one asks should be thought through.

During the Testimonial Process:
4. Have you done a risk assessment before interviewing survivors? 

 survivors across space  and time. We need to safeguard the interest of survivors and provide support. 

 violence. 

 asked whether they would be willing to speak. 

5. Do you have enough time for these testimonies?

them. Their context is the priority. 

 interviews. 

 Alongside the survivors of sexual violence it is important to interview other survivors of the war in  
 the area. This makes the survivors less conspicuous and and could mitigate jealousies from others  
 towards them. 

 To understand the socio-economic contexts of survivors, it would be important to talk to their family  
 members and wider community, if possible.

 contexts in the area across time.
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During and After the Testimonial Process: 
6. Have you secured meaningful informed consent at every instance? During the process of collecting 
testimonies with survivors, ethical decision-making has to be undertaken repeatedly.

 services available to them which could in turn inform consent. 

 photographs, including them in publications. The published work should be shared with the survivors  

 also be time-bound if so decided by the survivors. 

 Avoid entering personal spaces without permission for the purpose of interviews. 

 Avoid making any assurances and particulalrly false promises to survivors of sexual violence.

 Any invitation to ceremonies honouring survivors should prioritise the perspectives of survivors of    
 sexual violence. 

 The search for testimonies and interviews should not harm the survivors and put them at risk. 

7. Have you listened to the post-conflict and contemporary conditions of survivors? Also: 

 We need to avoid sensationalizing these testimonies. 

 testimonies.

 voyeuristic purposes. 

 Testimonies should avoid linear accounts and present the stories the way survivors want to narrate  
 their experience: as narratives, emotional, non-verbal gestures or fragments.

After the Testimonial Process:
8. Have you reflected on how we use images of and languages about survivors during the testimony 
and when representing their life-stories? And what are the consequences of such image and 
language use? Survivor blame should be avoided in all instances. 

9. Have you thought through the complexities of the rights to confidentiality and anonymity? Survivors 
should have the right to remain anonymous and to have their rights to privacy and confidentiality respected. 
The need to identify oneself depends on the survivors and their concerns.
    
10. Have you kept in touch with survivors after recording their testimonies?

These guidelines need urgent implementation. 
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YES NO
 

Explain with reasons: how you have/have 
notfollowedeach of these guidelines 

1a. Have you prepared adequately for these
testimonies? 

1b. Have you considered the implications of your 
testimonial intervention on the survivors? 
Have you considered the following:reflection 
on the need for/purpose of testimonies, 
a study of other secondary sources and 
avoidance of research fatigue among survivors? 

SELF ASSESSMENT FORM

(This could be a written and/or verbal summary for participants/survivors
and/or gatekeepers as well as serve as a reminder for those recording testimonies)

2a. Have you thought about whose testimonies
are being focused on?  

2b. Will you provide informants with a written 
information sheet explaining the need for 
testimonies and the uses of their testimonies?
The objective of the testimonies, how these
testimonies would be used, who they would be 
read/heard by, for what purpose, 
what are the possible consequences of giving 
testimonies–these should be discussed 
with survivors. 

3. Have you thought of how the positions
(gender, age, class, experience etc.) 
of the researcher affects the interview?  

4. Have you done a risk assessment before 
interviewing survivors? 

5. Do you have enough time for recording 
these testimonies? 

6a.

6b.

Have you secured meaningful informed
consent at every instance?Please explain 
how you will deal with the issue of informed
consent, as appropriate to your testimony.  

Will recording devices be used only with the
permission of survivors? 



39

YES NO
 

Explain with reasons: how you have/have 
notfollowedeach of these guidelines 

6c. 

7. Have you listened to the post-conflict 
and contemporary conditions of survivors?

8.

9.

10. Have you kept in touch with survivors after 
recording their testimonies? 

11. Are there any other ethical issues arising
from the testimonial process? 

Will the survivors be provided with a copy of 
their testimonies before and after 
publications?
Constant informed consent is needed before 
recording their narratives, taking their 
photographs, including them in publications. The 
published work should be shared with the 
survivors and there needs to be an agreement 
as to how one follows up survivors in the 
post-testimonial phase. Consent should also be 
time-bound if so decided by the survivors. 

Have you reflected on how we use images of 
and languages about survivors during the 
testimony and when representing their 
life-stories? 

Have you thought through the complexities 
of the rights to confidentiality and anonymi-
ty? Will you explicitly give all survivors the 
right to remain anonymous?

Further details – Please specify details with reference to above Question Numbers.


